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Cratbsl NOCBSIIEHA ONPEEICHUI0 MECTa M POJIH SI3bIYECKON PEJIMIHU B ()OPMUPOBAHMH HALIMOHAIIb-
HOTO CaMOCO3HaHHUs HapooB. [Ipu 3TOM peub UAET O TOM, YTO HE A3BIYECTBO caMo Mo cede onpene-
JISII0 STHUYECKUH MEHTAJIMTET Hapoza. Penmurus, cama siBisisich CO3/1aHUEM Hapo[a, YacThiO €ro Kyib-
TYpBI, B TIEPUOJ] KOHCOJMJALMH, CTAHOBJICHHS 3THOCA HCIIONB30BAIACH JIFOJbMH IS YTBEPIKICHUS
CBOMX 3THUYECKHX LIEHHOCTEH, STHUYECKOro 00ImKa. Penurus, B TOM 4KCie ee s3bIYeCKie BApUAHTHI,
U cerojiHsd BOCTpeOOBaHbI B PEIICHWH HALMOHAIBHBIX MPOOJEM M He BCerja KBAJIM(UIMPOBAHHO
HCHOJIB3YIOTCS B 3TOM Ipouecce. OO 3TOM paccykJaeT aBTOp Ha NPUMeEpe aHalIn3a TPaJULHOHHBIX
PEUTHO3HBIX BEPOBAHHUI PYCCKOr0 M MapUiiCKOTr0 HapOoJ0B.

This article deals with the definition of pagan religion’s place and role in the formation of people’s
national identity. At the same time religion itself was not the very factor that defined people’s ethnical
mentality. Religion being itself created by people and being a part of its culture during the period of
ethos consolidation was used by people to maintain their ethnical values and ethnical image. Religion
with its pagan variants is also necessary today to solve national problems as it is not always usefully
engaged in this process. This is the subject of the author’s analysis of traditional religious beliefs
of the Russian and Mary people.



